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Morning’s Canvas, located at 270 Park Avenue, will display recent work of artist Robin Whiteman
on September 12, 2003. The exhibit features some of Whiteman’s sculptures made of wool, clay
and found materials. The mixed-media figures will be on display until October 11, 2003.

Whiteman's forms are the result of a series of micro-processes featuring the craft of needle felting.
“It’s highly meditative,” says Whiteman, “…it’s somewhat prayerful, and they are sacred because
of the effort.” The process involves a series of short motions with a felting needle into wool or
other materials that results in a tightly knotted, somewhat solid form. The forms can then be
shaped with the needle process to produce whatever the artist desires. Additionally, these pieces
include clay sculpting and sewing. Whiteman's forms are figurative in nature usually representing
a combination of animal and female forms. The techniques produce an eerie quality that is both
charming and haunting. “(They are) a talisman,” Whiteman notes, “...it’s about intention, not
making a scary doll. Like dream imagery, sometimes creepy, it is a subconscious sign, these forms
are representative of that imagery.” Whiteman notes that we all have subconscious images of
animal and human figures which appear in our dreams at night, but that they represent a deeper
significance. Every image in our dreams is there to teach us something, to make us pay attention
to what is repressed.

“I try not to put negative energy into them, the image that some perceive as frightening is actually
a guide come to illuminate.” These forms are representative of spirit guides as in Native American
culture, or familiars as in Celtic, Hindu and many other cultures.

Whiteman’s work has been exhibited in the northeast for around 9 years. She is one of the 1999
Clothesline Festival Merit Award winners and a 1994 Graduate of Rochester Institute of Technology’s
School for American Crafts. An opening reception will be held on Friday, September 12 at 6pm.
For more information, please contact Morning’s Canvas at (585) 461-9393. Gallery hours are
Wednesdays and Thursdays 7 - 10pm, Saturdays 1 - 4pm or by appointment.
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